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	MINUTES SUBJECT TO APPROVAL
2/2024LL                                                                                                                                              


for KINGSTONE & THRUXTON GROUP PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of an ordinary meeting of the parish council held on Wednesday 2nd October 2024
At 19.00 in Kingstone Village Hall, Green Lane, Kingstone, Hereford

Present: 
Cllr Leah Dunsmuir, Cllr Neil Howard, Cllr Colin Pugh (Chairman), Cllr Paula Rawbone, Cllr David Rea, Cllr Christina Richards, Cllr Lexi Richards-Powell and Cllr Colin Warrillow (Vice-chairman)

In attendance:
Lisa Lewis (Parish Clerk), Paul Neate (Footpaths Officer), Steve Madison (Sports Association), Ward Cllr Richard Thomas and one member of the public. 


	Agenda Ref
	Minutes

	1.
	Apologies for absence:- were received and accepted from Cllr Denise Lloyd, Cllr David Bailey and Cllr Colin Knight. It was noted that Cllr Lynne Thorne had resigned and it was RESOLVED for the clerk to formally write and thank Lynne for her work on the council. 


	2.

	To receive declarations of interest & written requests for dispensation  Cllr P Rawbone declared a non-dpi in agenda item 6.5. A written request for dispensation from Cllr Lloyd was accepted. 


	3.
	Approval of minutes and sign from the parish council meeting held on Wednesday 4th September 2024. It was RESOLVED to adopt the minutes as a true record, and they were duly signed by the chairman. 


	4.

4.1
	Members of the Public made comments on the following points:-
· None raised. 
Clerk’s Report  
Correspondence received. 
Correspondence:-
Phone call from a resident wanting the parish council to consider making improvements to the Cooks Lane path as this is a main route to school used by lots of parents. It is tricky to get pushchairs through and wellies have to be worn as it becomes very muddy. No email received as yet. It was RESOLVED to refer this back to Herefordshire Council. 

Phone call from a resident wanting the parish council to consider using some of the s.106 money to put in a walkway through the field at Whitehouse Drive. Awaiting email. It was RESOLVED to add the request to the next agenda. 


	5.
5.1
5.2








5.3
5.4





5.5







5.6





5.7

5.8
5.9

5.10




	Verbal Reports
Local Policing Team Not Present. 
Ward Cllr Reported:-
· Several Herefordshire Council meetings due to take place this week, there should be more to report back on in November. 
· There was a question put to the Ward Cllr about the proposed Weather App. 
· Talk Community Hub. 
· Ward Cllr to look into the following issues:- temporary entrance at Lagan Homes Development, hedge cutting along the C1221 new estate to Dew’s Corner, Dean Pool Drainage and Footpath/Cycle Path across the sports field, KS2 bog extension and boardwalk. 
Lengthsman Not present. Report circulated. 
Village Hall Committee reported:
· Will look into application for some S106 money for the development of the outside area. 
· Lots of bookings. Nearly full for December.
· Quotes being obtained for improvements to the outside space, curtains and toilets. 
· The table sale had raised £125.00.
Sports Association Mr Steve Madison reported:-
· Quotes to be obtained for refurbishment of play equipment or replacement on a like for like basis. 
· Shelter would require planning. 
· Meeting due to take place with the s106 team at Herefordshire Council. 
· Compound area will be made smaller to allow for more parking. 
· Local Schools remain using the pitch. 
Parish Footpath Office (PFO) Reported: 
· KS3 cut. 
· Gutters/ pavements in Cottons Meadow cleared. 
· KS26 brambles kept back. 
· Trees in Cottons Meadow have been reported to Herefordshire Council to be scheduled for a cut. 
· Dean Pool/Cottons Meadow trees in need of thinning and cutting. Ward Cllr to address.  
Bike Track: The vice-chairman advised he had visited the track and noted that it is draining well and looks good. It has been cut again.  
Allotments –  No updates.  
Food Share –  last food share was cancelled due to bad weather. Next Foodshare is on Saturday 19th October between 10am and 11am. 
Litter Pick – Change of venue for meeting place, now meeting in Bull Ring Inn car park with free tea/coffee/cake afterwards. 24 bags now collected. Litter pick with the school to take place on 21st November.    

	6.
6.1
6.2



6.3


6.4



6.5





6.6

	Financial Reports
The payments list for October, as shown in appendix 1 was APPROVED. 
Banking - Bank balances and reconciliation for end of September 2024 for the Unity Bank Accounts was noted as shown in appendix 2. Santander statements not received. It was noted that due to the failure of the switch, the Santander accounts need to be closed and all money transferred to the Unity Bank. Clerk to arrange. 
The current spend against budget figures were noted, reviewed and deemed acceptable. Report to be made available on the website. The council confirmed they will continue to monitor the budget and requested quarterly reports from the clerk. 
Receipt of the external audit report for 2023/24 was noted and it was RESOLVED that the council will monitor budget reports quarterly as per 6.3 and the Asset register should be reviewed at a working group meeting and added to the website to comply with legislation. It was noted that the conclusion notices were displayed by the clerk prior to the 30th September 2024.
Cllr Rawbone abstained from voting following her interest noted in this item. It was RESOLVED by a unanimous vote that the council in accordance with its powers under sections 137 of the Local Government Act 1972, should incur the following expenditure which, in the opinion of the council, is in the interests of the area and its inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure:-
Donation of £200.00 to Kingstone Parochial Church Council for the upkeep of the churchyard and public footpaths therein. 
Cllr Pugh proposed writing a strategy with a 5 year forward plan for the council. It was RESOLVED for members to gather ideas and discuss further at the next meeting. Add Parish Council Strategy to the next agenda. 


	7.
7.1
	Planning None to consider. 
Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) – it was noted that the grant application had been submitted and RESOLVED to hold a meeting on 23rd October 2024 at 7pm in the village hall.  


	8.
8.1



8.2

8.3

8.4
8.5



8.6
8.7

8.8
	Highways and Environmental Matters 
Traffic Calming Plans and s.106 – updates received at the last meeting. Cllr Pugh advised the timescale for commencement of work is Spring 2025. The sports association had received information regarding the cycle track and will forward to the clerk. 
Lengthsman Contract – it was noted that the position had been advertised and two expressions of interest had been received. It was RESOLVED to extend the deadline to enable receipt of tenders. 
The Local Drainage Fund Grant information was noted and it was RESOLVED to submit an application for funding. Clerk to liaise with Cllr Pugh. 
No anti-social behaviour had been noted.. 
Bike Track – It was noted that the clerk had contacted Connexus to establish if improvements can be made, awaiting a response following their board meeting. Cllr Warrillow advised that if the track is made too permanent there will be issues with parking but has an expert visiting the site shortly to advise how improvements could be made. 
Sandbags – it was noted that these are kept at the Bull Ring Inn and there are sufficient supplies. 
It was RESOLVED for Cllrs Bailey and Warrillow to remove the tree at the triangle by the Church and for Cllr Rawbone to research prices and species of a replacement tree. Add to next agenda. 
Village sign cleaning – options for an outside company were considered and it was noted that this is part of the Lengthsman’s contract and therefore additional cleaning is not required. It was RESOLVED that cleaning of highway signage should be carried out by the Lengthsman. 


	9.

	Training  - Potential Heartstart training dates were provided. Clerk to email available dates to Cllr Knight. 
Once the new training schedule from HALC is received, clerk to circulate. Cllrs noted that they would like to 
consider another in-house training session. 


	10.
	Christmas Plans – a working group meeting had taken place. Cllrs Bailey and Rea are sourcing a Christmas 
Tree. Planned installation of the tree in the Bull Ring Inn Car Park is 30th November with a light switch on 
provisionally booked for Saturday 7th December 2024. Outside catering will be available along with carol 
singing. 


	11.
	Items for the next agenda
· Parish Council Strategy 
· Budget


	12.
	It was noted that the date of the next Parish Council meeting is Wednesday 6th November 2024. 


	
	Meeting closed at 20:30pm. 





SIGNED…………………………………………………………		DATED…………………………….
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